Advanced drug therapy for juvenile rheumatoid arthritis.
Childhood rheumatic diseases are frequently chronic, painful, and potentially debilitating. They may adversely affect growth and development, compromise future quality of life, and contribute added stress to the patient and family. Awareness of these consequences provides a stimulus to develop more effective therapeutic regimens. There is optimism that new therapeutic strategies will result in the more widespread and earlier use of drugs, including those discussed, that may substantially impede or arrest the underlying disease.